MR. COPPINGER. 






RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Common*, 
dated i8 July 1844;— ^r, 

COPIES of tli€ Correspondence between Henry Sugden, Esq. Secretary to 
the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, and Thomas Stephen Coppinger, Esq. of 
Middleton, in the County of Corh, relative to the Removal of the latter from 
the Commission of the Peace. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to he Printed, 3 August 1844. 



COPIES of the Correspondence between the Secretary to the Lord Chancellor 
of Ireland and Mr. Coppinger, relative to the Removal of the latter from the 
Commission of the Peace. 



Secretary’s Office, Pour Courts, Dublin, 
Sir, 17 June 1844. 

The Lord Chancellor’s attention having been called to a public statement, that 
you were in the chair at a repeal meeting on. Sunday, in the chapel yard of 
Middleton, and stated that although you were in the commission of the peace, 
you were an unflinching advocate for repeal, I am directed to ask you, as a 
magistrate, whether the report be substantially correct. 

I have, See. 

Thomas S. Coppinger, Esq. (signed) Henry Sugden, 

&c. &c. &c. Secretary, 



Sir, Middleton, 20 June 1844. 

I HAD the honour last night to receive your letter of the 17th, and in reply, 
beg to state, that I never attended a repeal meeting, never directly or indirectly 
contributed to a repeal fund, nor did I ever, in public or in private, express any 
opinion favourable to the agitation of that question. 

It is true that on Thursday the 6 th current I presided at a meeting of certsiin 
inhabitants of Middleton convened in the chapel yard, for the especial purpose 
of expressing sympathy for, and couBdence in Mr. O’Connell on his imprison- 
ment. I statdd that had the object of the meeting been any other than to com- 
pliment Mr. O’Connell, I would not have taken the chair ; but that having 
enjoyed his friendship from my boyhood, having during the 17 years I held the 
commission of the peace consulted him on questions concerning the public tran- 
quillity, having received from him valuable counsel and advice, and having ample 
opportunities of knowing the purity of his intentions,- his anxiety for universal 
obedience to the existing laws and the maintenance of peace and order, I wil- 
lingly came forward to join my neighbours in protesting against the imputations 
now sought to be cast on his name and character, and in asserting that on the 
recent trials he had not had fair play ; I further stated that on this occasion 
1 hoped individual opinions on all general questions would be merged in one 
unanimous expression of confidence in Mr. O’Connell. This is substantially 
the entire of what I said, and nearly the words I made use of. 

Subsequently, as well as I can remember, four resolutions were proposed and 
seconded. I have not now the means of referring to those resolutions, but at 
least one of them i*ecognised the repeal agitation in an approbatory manner, and 
asserted a determination to persevere in supporting it. I put the resolutions 
from the chair in the usual way, without holding myself individually identified 
with them. I fully admit the right of the Lord Chancellor to watch over my 
public conduct, and to demand an explanation whenever he conceived that 
5 S 0 . conduct 
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conduct inconsistent with my position as a magistrate ; but I may be permitted at 
the same time to state, that could I persuade myself that the agitation for a repeal 
of the Act of Union could serve my country, I should not hesitate to seek for its 
repeal, and I should feel my taking that course would be perfectly consistent with 
my magisterial character. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Thomas S. Coppinger. 

P. S . — The Cork Southern Reporter of Saturday, 8th of June, contains rather 
a correct report of the proceedings at the meeting in question. Appended to 
that report, however, is an address to Mr. O’Connell, which was prepared subse- 
quently, and with the preparation of which I had no connexion. I did not see 
it until it appeared in print. 

T. S. Coppinger. 



Secretary’s Office, Four Courts, Dublin, 
Sir, 25 June 1844. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, 
and to inform you that the Lord Chancellor regrets that he has felt it his duty 
to supersede you in the commission of the peace, 

• I have, &G. 

Thomas S. Coppinger, Esq. (signed) Henry Siigden, 

&c. &c. &c. Secretary. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) Henry Sugden, 

Secretary to the Lord Chancellor of Ireland. 
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